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Wah Wah! 


Wah Gardens (Urdu: &+: 5), also known 
as Mughal Garden Wah (Urdu: 02ULS de 
ols), is a Garden-Complex dating back to 
the era of the Mughal Emperor Akbar the 
Great (1542-1605), located at Wah Village, 
of Hasan Abdal, in The Punjab, Pakistan. 


Se CU MUCUNMe Ie IOI mUKIEaaa 
Garden continued to serve as a rest spot for 


Mughal Emperors while on their way to 
. Kashmir or Kabul. 































































































On Wednesday the 12th the camp was at Baba Hasan Abdal. | 
Two miles (one Kos) east of this station there was a 
waterfall over which the stream rushes with great force. 
There 1s no fall like it on the way to Kabul. On the way to 
Kashmir there are two or three like it. In the middle of the 
basin, in which 1s the source of stream, Raja Man Singh 
erected a small building. This pond 1s full of fish of quarter 
yard in length. I stayed at this attractive place for three days 
and enjoyed wine and fish with those whose were intimate. I 
had never used the Bhanwar Jal (a famous Indian net). I cast 
this net by my hands and caught twelve fish, put pearls in 
their noses and let them loose in the water. (Tuzuk-1- 


ahangiri, 1:99—100) | 














mperor Jahangir changed the whole character of the 
landscape. He provided funds twice for the Garden’s 
expansion: the first time on 17 Ramzan 1018, he sent 
four thousand Rupees from Lahore. The second time, in 
Shawwal 1018, he sent five thousand Rupees. These 
funds paid for a number of additions, including a large 
Bathhouse South of the Baradari, a Central Canal, and 
RKO)USGLE-DDATSHIN we Com: (elelcremr- Miu E-honvectclenm-baXempbaclejeenderemsetoms R-tel. 
and Water System. His interest in the Garden may be 
HLecerexexe Me enesenmsaCome-lelmlat-NanseloM ot-le-ler-lum slomeeyaatenticsceyalsre 
was decorated with Frescoes. 
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Tepidarium Warm Room 

The Speciality of a Tepidarium 1s the 
Pleasant Feeling of Constant racient 
Heat Which Directly Affects The 
Human Body From [The Walls and 
Lhe Floor, Generally a large hall 
with a beautiful Pool in the middle, 
such as found at Wah Garden, and it 
was used asa Special Meeting Room: 















Aljpternim: where Oil were 
Annointed 











Calidarium: Hat Room. 4 
A Tot Aw Room Used For Sweat 
Baths. Also Called a Sudatory. 





A Space Under The Floor Through 
Which The Flue Gasses of a Furnace 
were Passed to Heat a Room or a 
Bath. Hypocaust. 




















https://www.researchgate.net/publication/275998328 ad 




















AN Ld elolerednmm olercicron icp barcapaelsepbarc@mhyE-hrohvalemeye 
imposing, the Bath of Wah Bagh must have 
been both commodious and elegant. The 
water, which was supplied from the reservoirs 
first noticed, is clear and in great abundance. 


It comes from several copious springs, at the 
base of some limestone hills in the 
neighborhood and, after feeding the tanks and 
canals of the garden, runs off with the 
Dhamrai River that skirts the Plain on the 
North and West”’. 
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Moghuly and Gardens. 


The Moguls and Gardens are synonymous to each 
other. Wherever they halted, rested or stayed, 
Gardens were their first choice and they ordered 
beautiful lush green landscapes developed with eye 
catching Garden Buildings, that still enchant the 
onlookers. The amazing Garden, worthy of praise 
and visit, which 1s generally forgotten and left out 
while talking of Mughal Gardens - the Wah Gardens. 
Wah has a historical background. Wah has always 
been a favorite place of the Mughal Rulers. 

















ttp://pakistanpaedia.com/landmarks/wah/wah_gardens.htm 
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THE HYDRAULIC ENGINEERING AND 
LANDSCAPING OF A 16" CENTURY CE 
MUGHAL GARDENS AT WAH. 


Wah Garden was not pre-planned and the Mughal 
Emperors used it as a transit camp. It evolved over a 
number of years,growing and changing according to 
the instructions of the Emperor who used it. 


Ju E-Ns¥cveWaVoler-) mm btemeyemsatcmantcnbemaey-(emeaeveem @-lolllmre 
Lahore. Emperor Akbar stayed or passed through 
Hassan Abdal several times between 1581 and 1592. 
In 1581 Akbar traveled via Hasan Abdal to Attock 
where he stayed for fifty days, laying the foundation 
stone of the Attock Fort on May 30, 1581. He then 
CLOvaLmenelere MmKOM Galo lel mr-halemacinebusleremKOm Mt-vele)nomul-Waunreye 




















On these two occasions he might have stayed in Hasan 
Abdal, for the distance between Hasan Abdal and 
Attock is ten kos (a Mughal kos is equivalent to 2.5 
km.) Since the normal distance travelled by the army in 
one day was ten kos, this distance would make Hasan 
Abdal a perfect Manzil or a halting place. During his 
eight days stay beginning on December 13, 1585, 

VON do}-Vuay'(oJtl KOM OLevelmnlemr: mM OLelent-buce-nm@elccelexom coyar-malerenapare 
place) near Hasan Abdal and also during this stay sent 
expeditions to check Yusufzais in Malakand/ Swat as 
well as to invade Kashmir. 












Near Hasan Abdal, even before the time of Akbar, there was 
pond in the middle of which Raja Man Singh built a small 
building (pavilion), as recorded by Jahangir in 1607 during 
his first visit to Hasan Abdal. In 1581, when Akbar laid the 
foundation stone of Attock Fort, he appointed Raja Man 
Singh to protect the frontiers. Raja Man Singh stayed in 
Hasan Abdal from 1581 to 1586, during which time he might 
have built that small building. The remains of this small 
building have now been identified beneath the existing 
Baradar1. 





~ Garden of Hasan Abdal, which was comprised of two 
terraces. On the upper terrace he built a large tank, with a 
water channel leading to lower terrace and a Baradari. 






academia.edu/12304046/ 
THE HYDRAULIC ENGINEERING AND LANDSCPING OF A_ 16TH CENTURY MUGH 
AL GARDENS AT WAH 


By Umer23459 - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php’? 


cur1id=72569360 
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“15 Rabi al Awwal 1029 AH / 10 February 1620 Tuesday, 
Landed at Hassan -Abdal ...at this manzilgah (halting 
place) there is a flowing spring, a cascade and a very fine 
pond. On Thursday at the beginning of 53rd lunar year of 
my life I celebrated my 7aladan (lunar weighing 
ceremony). Since the journey ahead was mountainous 


and there were plenty of ups and downs, it was very 
difficult to take the whole army at once, therefore, 1t was 
decided that Hazrat Maryam Zamani (Jahangir’s mother 
Jodh Bai) and other court ladies should stay here for a 
few days before resuming their journey”. 





Sir Sayyed Ahmad Khan, Op.Cit., 288-89. 
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The Emperor 
Jehangir Loved 
Hunting and 
preferred the 
Mughal Matchlock 


at which he was an 
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Shahjahan visited Hasan Abdal nine times during 
his reign, between 1639 and 1652. He always 
stayed at Hasan Abdal on his way to and from 
Kabul except for once in 1647 on his way back 
from Kabul when he did not stay there. 
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Court Chronicle, 17th Century 


https://www.doaks.org/resources/middle-east 
-garden-traditions/catalogue/C154 
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‘Advancing across the low ridge of the hills, we came to 
a plain in which stood the village of Wah, and an 
extensive Garden, in the usual Mohammedan style, 
constructed by the order of Emperor Akbar, on the site of 
an old Serai, the beauty of which drew from the 

Monarch the exclamation of “Wah!” whence the name of 
the new pleasure ground originated. It covers a space 
about a quarter of a mile in length and half that in 
breadth, enclosed by Walls partly in ruins. The Gateways 


and Turrets that were constructed along the Boundary 
Wal are also mostly in a ruinous condition.” 




















he eastern extremity is occupied by two large stone-walled 
tanks; the western by parterres, and they are divided by a 
building which served as a pleasure-house to the Emperor and 
his household. It was too small for a residence, consisting of a 
body and two wings, the former containing three long rooms, 
and the latter divided into small chambers The interior of the 
whole 1s stuccoed, and in the smaller apartments the walls are 
decorated with flowers, foliage, vases, and inscriptions in 
which, notwithstanding the neglected state of the building and 
its antiquity, the lines of the stuccoed work are as fresh as if they 
had but just been completed, indicating a very superior quality 
the stucco of the East over the West . 


Moorcroft, Travels in the Himalayan Provinces of Hindustan and the Punjab, from 1819-1825, 2: 
317-319, London, 1825; This account of Moorcroft was published as it is by Wilson in 1841 from 


London in a single volume, pp. 317-319 ; and 1t was included with a little alterations by Villiers 
Stuart, Gardens of the Great Mughals, pp.155-57, London, 1913. 





he Chambers in the Southern front of the 
Western wing, and other continued beyond it, 
constitute a Suite of Baths, including cold, hot, and 
medicated Baths and Apartments for servants, for 
dressing, and reposing, heating rooms and 
reservoirs the floors of the whole have been paved 


with a yellow Breccia, and each Chamber 1s 

surmounted by a low dome with a central sky- 

light. Fresco Paintings of Flowers and Foliage in 

Compartments Embellish the Walls, and unless 

injured by Mechanical Violence, the Coloring has 
ost little of its Original Luster. 





Cells in The Gardens. 






























http://www.mughalgardens.org/html/ roads-wah.html 
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Interior of a ‘Baradarv 12 Sided 














http://www.mughalgardens.org/html/roads-wah.html] 





























By Asad janjua - Own work, CC BY-SA 3.0, 
https://commons. wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=35 153986 





Raja Man Singh. 


Raja Man Singh, brother-in-law of 
_ Emperor Jahangir, was a court chief of 
~ Emperor Akbar, and 1s credited with 
— construction of the gardens along the old 
~ route from Lahore to Srinagar.[2] He was 
~ posted at Wah from the year 1581 to 1586 
, AVN to stop enemy incursions. During his stay 
©) _ he made a pond surrounded by a 
GAY structure of twelve doors. The Mughal 
“<=: Emperor Jahangir while on his way to 
~~ Kabul stayed here on 29 April 1607 and 
went fishing in the pond. 
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By Muhammad hassaan siddiqi - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0, 


https://commons. wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=5 1519986 
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By Muhammad hassaan siddiqi - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0, 
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https://commons. wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=5 1519963 


Emperor Shah Jahan. 


The Emperor Shah Jahan stayed at Wah 
while on his way to Kabul in 1639. He 
called his central construction department 
sand ordered the reconstruction of the 

i buildings. Ahmed Maamar Lahoree, a 
famous architect of those days, planned out 
» the gardens, palaces and inns. The 
construction was performed under his 
‘supervision and took two years. 











































UAE coon Running Spring Water. 


By Hasan Ahmad - Own work, CC BY-SA 3.0, 
https://commons. wikimedia.org/w/index.php’?curid=35 152718 
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Ruins at Hasan Abdal in the Punjab from the ‘Bellew Collection: Photograph album of 








Surgeon-General Henry Walter Bellew’ by an unknown photographer c.1880. 
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~ Rajya Man Singh built the nearby Wah 


Gardens during the reign of Akbar. The 
terraced gardens were divided into four parts. 
Shah Jahan rested at Hasan Abdal's Wah 


Gardens on his four expeditions to Kabul. 


Emperor Aurangzeb stayed at the for over a 
year beginning in 1674, 1n order to quell the 
Afridi Revolt. The presence of Emperor 

AN Uie-Veley Aco lms elem Gr-Teelonimeevenvalelerere mner-leny 
local Pashtun tribes to abandon the Rebellion, 
and join forces with the Mughals. 





Sitting on the banks of the Arghandab River is 
the Baba Wali RA Shrine Below: Chillah Gah Of 
Baba Wali Qandhari RA on Top of the Hill 
behind Hasan Abdal Right Top: Chilla Gah Baba 
WATE MOL baveletlum enw sfelareynem Moan 
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"A Muslim version of the story of Hasan Abdal 1s that 
one Hasan, a Gujjar, had many buffaloes; that a Faqir 
named Abdal came and asked him for a draught of 
milk. Hasan said, I would gladly give you some, but 
my buffaloes are at present dry. Abdal laid his hand on 
one of them and said, "Now milk it." He did so, and 
soon gave him a copious draught. Abdal expressed his 


eratitude to Hasan, and asked what he could do for 
him. Hasan replied that they were much straitened for 
want of water, on which Abdal struck the 
neighbouring hills in two places, from which the two 
streams of Hasan Abdal have come forth. On the 
departure of the Faqir, Hasan said the spot should 
hereafter be called after them jointly.” 
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Its essential features included running water (perhaps the 
most important element) and a pool to reflect the beauties of 
sky and garden; trees of various sorts, some to provide shade 
merely, and others to produce fruits; flowers, colorful and 
sweet-smelling; grass, usually growing wild under the trees; 
birds to fill the garden with song; the whole 1s cooled by a 
pleasant breeze. The Garden might include a raised hillock at 
the center, reminiscent of the mountain at the center of the 
universe 1n cosmological descriptions, and often surmounted 
by a Pavilion or Palace.” The Turkish-Mongolian elements of 
the Mughal garden are primarily related to the inclusion of 
tents, carpets and canopies reflecting nomadic roots. Tents 
indicated status in these societies, so wealth and power were 
displayed through the richness of the fabrics as well as by 
SIVAcm-lelemelevaslorore 
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_ The Fountains and water-chutes of Mughal Gardens 
represented the resurrection and regrowth of life, as 
well as to represent the cool, mountainous streams of 
Central Asia and Afghanistan that Babur was famously 
fond of. Adequate pressure on the fountains was 
applied through hydraulic pressure created by the 


movement of Persian wheels or water-chutes 
(Chaadar) through terra-cotta pipes, or natural 
eravitational flow on terraces. It was recorded that the 
Shalimar Bagh in Lahore had 450 fountains, and the 
pressure was so high that water could be thrown 12 
feet into the air, falling back down to create a rippling 
floral effect on the surface of the water. 











_ The Mughals were obsessed with symbol and 
incorporated it into their gardens in many ways. 
The standard Quranic references to paradise were 
in the architecture, layout, and 1n the choice of 
plant life; but more secular references, including 
numerological and zodiacal significances 
connected to family history or other cultural 
significance, were often juxtaposed. The numbers 
eight and nine were considered auspicious by the 
Mughals and can be found in the number of 


terraces or in garden architecture such as octagonal 
exer) Ie 
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(Colonel Hodgeon's Flan.) 








- Based on the Layout of the Four Rivers of 
Paradise mentioned in the Quran, this 
Charbagh Master Plan divides a garden into 
geometric quadrants using walkways, water 
pools, running water canals, and linear 
flower beds. 


Saihan (Syr Darya), Jaihan (Amu Darya), 
Furat (Euphrates) and Nil (Nile). Flowing 
with Pure Water; Milk; Honey & Wine. While 
these four rivers don't intersect on Earth, 
they're said to come together in Heaven. 











For Nasir adDin Tus1, the rivers of Paradise are not physical rivers a 
all. Tusi explains the four rivers as four planes (or levels) of knowledge. 
Water: level of knowledge would be for all humans. Milk, In modern 
terms, this level of knowledge could be considered the limbic system: Just 
like milk encourages us to grow, this level of knowledge sets the 
foundation for intellectual growth. In the human perspective, this would 
be people who can think critically, and engage with their surroundings. 
For Tusi, this is the beginning of the intellect. The "honey" level of 
knowledge is for those that can not think and consider, but also reap the 
rewards of doing so. These are people that are conscious of the world 
around him, that have deep understandings of the ways of the universe and 
can start to grasp at universal truths. In Tusi's metaphor, wine was the 
most exclusive of these substances: only humans can produce it (and it's a 
lengthy process) and only humans drink it. Wine 1s excluded from all 
other forms of life. it's possible to reach this level through intense 
meditation. while many can work toward it, very few people can actually 
reach it. 











https://aqildhanani.com/notebook/4rivers 





_ These Iconic Gardens expand over 
acres of land creating envious alcoves 
0) i ofer- HULA Yar-v8(0 mn oler-leen 


~One of the Key Features of a Mughal 


Garden 1s its highly structural 
gseometry. Respecting the axis 1s 
cardinal rule for implementing a 
Charbagh geometry. The word literally 
translates to four Gardens. 
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- Flowing water and pools 1s another 
Loyenveneyemsalcseelomeyar- Why Rureder-) 
Cr-Tce loam Welom ceprelmucid (sn Ceemey ant ele 
sky and trees 1n a pool is symbolic 


of everything man admires in 
nature, a representation of life. 
Mughal Gardens feature canals and 
pools along the axes, as well as 
Fountains and Waterfalls. 





- Allah Pak 1s indeed 1n the details. 


The Mughal Gardens include 


symbolic ornamental detailing 
inspired from the Quran and family 


history, juxtaposed with more 
secular references like zodiac 
Shi ca lore) cmmmalenectssne)lexcavar-varems Corer 
craftsmanship. 
































Flower Carpet. 








The scent of the flower was the deciding factor 
for choosing the flora. This is an essential but 
flexible aspect of the the Mughal Gardens. 
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-Steps to 
recreate a 
Mughal 
Garden 
Patsy eybusre! 
Landscape 
















= 
= 
me 
Ein 
a _t 
i | 
= | 
a | a 
an 
* aa F 
ia 
za 
ee 
a a 
' a 
5 | x 
— 7 Lt a 
: | 
in| — 
Li | 
J a a 
: a 
_| il @ i mm le L 
i 
Ls : . * = cr mW 
7 a 
| rr a 
a 
. Sa — E 
4 , _) oe 
- = | ., = a 
a “ml i 
- 3 nee 
a : 
_I 
= - j a 
Ey : ‘ 
. Ly 
va # 
= mom 
a . 
I ; 








= a 
a a | 
1-2 


6 shiapos Bont! s 


r 4 ~“*, 






























During his first campaign in 1519, 
Babur crossed the Indus river and was 
struck by the beauty of the Kallar 
Kahar lake and the Salt Range in the 
background. The site lies 20 miles (ten 
_kos) north of Bhera and five miles from 
Malot. It enjoys a good climate, hills, a 
large lake, peacocks and an abundance 
of locat trees. Babur described it as a 
very charming place with good air. He 
laid out the Bagh-e Safa on the 

Sek ig southwest side of the lake. Traces of 
We ile an = this garden still exist, including a rock- 
ee cut platform (Takht-1 Babur1) 
approached by steps, which was used 


7 x J 
5 
1 7" | 





for sitting. 














~ Babur Lamented The Absence of Flowing Water 
and Gardens in India. To amend these faults he 
began constructing Gardens and the assorted 
waterworks necessary to remind himself of his 
ancestral home, and ordered his Nobles to do the 
same. This practice was eagerly adopted by his 
successors and they drastically changed the 
landscape of their empire. It must be remembered 
that for the Mughals and their Central Asian 
ancestors, these spaces were not mere patches of 
ereenery with flowers and trees, but instead were 
considered primarily as architectural settings. 













Functions. 


Mughal Gardens served various functions which 
included their use as airy quadrangles within the 
confines of the Mughals’ Fort-Palaces, 
pleasurable retreats from the urban centre, and 
also as a base for hunting expeditions. The 
Garden Emperor Jahangir commissioned at 
Sheikhupura in Punjab (Pakistan), 1s a perfect 
>,€-0 0010) (oO) MNO CoM E-LNKo/ MAY OLCMO) Gr. 1uels 0M Wale 
Mughals created Gardens 1n both urban areas, for 
rest and relaxation, and rural areas where they 
served as halting places for the Royal Family and 
heir entourage. 
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Until the reign of Shah Jahan, the classica 
format for the Mughal Garden was an 
enclosed space with a structure at its 
centre, an entrance gate (or multiple ones), 
and subsidiary structures, usually 


Pavilions, set into the remaining walls. 
During Shah Jahan’s Reign, however, 
more importance was placed on gardens in 
which the main building was constructed 
at one end of the space and not at its 
center. 
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TYPICAL FEATURES 


Pools, Fountains, Canals inside the Gardens. Riverfront 
Gardens than Fortress Gardens. Influenced later Mughal 
Garden Designs. Mughal Gardens are a group of Gardens 
built by the Muhgals in the Islamic style of architecture . 
Significant use of rectilinear layouts are made within the 
walled enclosures. Mughal Gardens are divided into 4 
Types — Rectangular Peal Garden; Long Butterfly 

Gr Teele be Grbnceltclmer-saelelp houe-kecemer-saeron 


Chini Khanas or Arched Niches were built behind 
Garden Waterfalls. These niches were lighted at night 
with oul lamps, which gave a fairy tale type appearance to 
the Waterfalls. 
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aE EEE nnn nee nnn ae 
~ Post-Independence Condition of the Wah Gardens. 

















~ During Zulifgar Ali Bhutto’s Regime, a marriage was arranged b 
Sardar Shaukat Hyat-Khan, the son of the Pre-Partition Premier of 
Combined Punjab, for his son Sardar Sikandar Hyat-Khan, Later 
MPA from Fattehjung, Attock. Bhutto was invited to the Valima 
held at the historic Gardens which were in the care of the head of 
the Hyat Family. The Prime Munister was incensed by the 
ostentatious display of Power of a Family, older than his and 
commanded the immediate take over of the Gardens by the 
Department of Archaeology. Since than the Department has done 
nothing except carry out a few digging and open the Gardens to the 
Public for a Fee. This has led to complete abandon of the Historic 
Gardens to Public Bathing in the Historic Pool and continous 
degradation of the Remains of a once Grand Garden Paradise. The 
hand over is falslely attributed to the then Chairman of Pakistan 
Ordnance Factories of Wah, Lt Gen Omar Mahmood. 











Kashmir Bagh 
































Substitute Heaven's Garden on Earth 


There is a great similarity in Shalimar Garden of 
Lahore and Mughal Gardens of Wah with all 
specialities of fine and customary constructions which 
made the Mughal Gardens famous all over the World. 
The contemporary writers of Shah Jahan namely 


Abdul Hameed Lahoree and Muhammad Saleh 
Kamboh declared this Garden as a Trustee of Heaven 
and Substitute of Heaven's Garden on Earth 
respectively. Aurangzeb Alamgir was the last Mughal 
Emperor who stayed at Hasanabdal for one and a half 
years. During this period he stayed for sometime in 
this Garden on 6 July 1676 or 2 July 1676. 
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Future Looks at Past: Will be The Future Also Be Destroyed By 
Neglect & Apathy. 
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=5 1519995 























By Mobeen ur Rehman - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=51636185 
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By Mobeen ur Rehman - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=5 1636194 
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By Muhammad Hassaan Siddiqi - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=5 1519990 
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Ruins of the ‘Marri’ Residence o 
Nawab Mohammad Hyat-Khan 
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Compiler, Sardar Taimur Hyat-Khan’s Version of a ‘Wah Garden’ Based on 
The Australian Concept of Permaculture. A Low-Cost; All Season Green/ 


Shade Garden (Winter Plasticulture) In Permament, Pakistani, Organic Beds, 
|SXoyeas Watom Groyantenteyem\ye-vaur-vaCeMn)s’Coynet.ve has bole WaCom ar-lerom ey a Oy bnent-IKom @ier-lelcxen 





